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Welcome

Durants School

Welcome to our first newsletter of
the year. We have had a very good
start to the year with all the pupils

more. However, if they are unwell
please keep them at home to avoid
making others unwell and please

settling back into their work. We
have welcomed seven new students

telephone the school first thing in
the morning to report their absence.
Thank you.

and four new members of staff.
This should be a very busy term for
us as we are expecting a visit from
OFSTED. It is three years since our
last inspection and we are all looking
forward to showing how far we have

Governors

Attendance
Last year our pupil attendance was

nominations will be going out after
half term.

excellent at nearly 94% a fantastic
effort.
Please ensure your child
comes in every day. Statistically
pupils who are in school achieve

Enfield
Middlesex EN3 5BY
Phone: 020 8804 1980
Fax: 020 8804 0976
E-mail:

A very big welcome to our new
Parent Governors, Debbie Fordham
and Derek Comach. I know they will
help the Governors ensure we all do
our best for our pupils. We do have
one more parent vacancy and

progressed as a school in that time.

4 Pitfield Way

Peter De Rosa
Headteacher

office3@durants.enfield.sch.uk
Web:
www.durants.enfield.sch.uk

Inside this issue:
Welcome

1

Sensory Garden

Sensory Garden

Class trips

2

Plans for the sensory garden have been

Crossroads support for
Parents/Carers

2

Siblings Group

3

Black History Month

3

Metropolitan Police
Museum

3

Annual Reviews

4

drawn up and we are costing it out now.
Recently six staff from Stephen James,
the local BMW dealer, volunteered and
came and cleared lots of brambles and
overgrown areas.

We will he having

several trees cleared over half term to
create more space.

Please see the

Durants Sensory Garden Facebook page
for more details.

Reminder half term

World Skills—London 2011
A small group of Year 11, 12 and 13 students visited
the World Skills Event at Excel London.

After finding

the outlaying car park, travelling by shuttle bus and
negotiating the pontoon over the Royal Victoria Dock
to the venue, everyone had an enjoyable experience.
We were able to use iPads to make patterns as well as
taking a photo and choosing a new hairstyle.
We saw flowers being arranged and food being
prepared. Cameron even managed to get himself
photographed with another school!
Well done
everyone!
Frances Sutherland
Head of Department (OLD)

Amber & Silver Classes
Amber and Silver Classes had a visit to Wolfson Hillel
School in Southgate. They went to see how the Jewish
Festival of Sukkot is celebrated and enjoyed seeing the
Sukkah that is built for the Festival.
All the children had a great day and we rounded off the
visit with a trip to McDonalds.
Jackie Burke

Agnes McGarvey

Amber Classteacher

Silver Classteacher

Crossroads Care (Support for Parents/Carers)
Karina Brackin works for Crossroads which is an
organisation that provides support for Parents/
Carers. Karina offers support for Parents/Carers

If you are interested in speaking to Karina then
please contact her on 020 8373 6327.
Alternatively her email address is:-

whose children are between 14-20 years and can
help families with a number of practical issues

karina@crossroads-leavalley.org.uk

such as giving advice and information, can help

Karina will be present at our Open Evening on

with letter writing, attend meetings with Parents/
Carers and help with self advocacy skills.

Thursday 20 October 2011.
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Siblings Group
On Wednesday 5 October 2011 we held our
siblings group. This get-together was a little bit
special as we had a dance teacher come in and
host a two hour street dance workshop.
Everyone had a great time and learnt some very
cool moves.
We had some new recruits at
siblings group this term which was very nice to
see. They, along with everyone else, enjoyed
themselves and it is so nice to see friendships
forming. Hope to see you all for our Christmas
get together.
Karly Barker
Family Support Worker

Black History Month
On Friday 14 October Durants School celebrated Black
History Month.

There was an assembly in the

afternoon with lots of music and dancing.
It was great to see so many parents and a BIG
THANK YOU to all who supplied a food dish.
Some of the pupils performed alongside some African
drummers and were fantastic. WELL DONE!

Metropolitan Police Museum
This term Amber Class studied the formation of the
Metropolitan Police and its founder Sir Robert Peel.
They went on a visit to The Metropolitan Police
Museum in St Paul’s and had the opportunity of
holding an old bomb, a gold bar and a pair of
handcuffs.

The

attendant

talked

about

the

Suffragettes and generally about the equipment
used by the police force, both in the past and today.
Jackie Burke
Amber Classteacher
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Macmillan Coffee Morning
Many thanks to everyone who supported us at the
Macmillan Coffee Morning on 30 September 2011,
with either gifts of cakes or money. We have been
able to send £155.00 to support a fantastic cause
and it gave the pupils in the Older LD Department a
chance to show their skills at running a raffle or
selling and serving the drinks and cakes.

Well

done!
Frances Sutherland, Head of Department, OLD

Annual Reviews

Reminder

The Annual Review is a very important meeting for

Friday 21 October is an INSET day and

all pupils at Durants School. We have to carry out

school will be closed to all pupils on this

85 reviews over the course of the year and this is

day.

all carefully timetabled.

We would ask that

Parents/Carers try and make the time you are
notified of. If you really are unable to make this
appointment

please

notify

the

school

office

immediately so that a second date can be offered.

Half term Monday 24 —Friday 28 October.
School re-opens for all pupils on Monday 31
October at 8.50am.

This year Reviews will be held on a Tuesday and
you will be given approximately 4 weeks notice.

Parents Comment Slip
Please use this slip to send a comment into school. It can be your thoughts on the newsletter
or on any other matter related to the school.

Name:

Comment:

