Durants News
Festive
Greetings
Durants School

As we approach the end of the first
term of the Year, I am very pleased
to tell you how well all the pupils at
Durants are working. Throughout
the term everyone has worked really
hard and all the classes are very
settled. The staff are very pleased
with everyone.
Thank you also for ensuring that
pupil attendance has been so good
this term. Our attendance figure for

home until they have recovered.

4 Pitfield Way

On behalf of all the staff may I wish
you all a very Happy Christmas. I
hope you all have a good break.
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We look forward to welcoming all
our pupils back on Thursday 5
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pupils is 94.9% which is excellent.
It just shows how good attendance
leads to good performance. Please
keep this up.
However, if your child is unwell with
a

bad

cold,

problems,

cough

please

or

keep

stomach
them
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OFSTED Parent View
OFSTED are now asking for Parents to To
give their views on their child’s school by

comp lete

the

su rve y

go

to

www.ofsted.gov.uk and select “Parent

completing an online survey which is View” on the top right hand side. Select
accessible from their website. We would

“Give your views” icon. From there you

very much appreciate it if as many

will be asked to register before you can

parents as possible would take the time

complete the 12 point questionnaire.

to complete this survey and give their
views on Durants.

2

ELKLAN

Thank you for taking the time to do this.
It is important that OFSTED have your
views on our school.
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Glee Group
Durants Glee Group, Xcited, performed in the Glee
Finals at Millfield Theatre on Sunday 13 November
2011. We performed True Friends by Hannah Montana
and

celebrated

strengths

each

through

of

the

singing,

student’s

dancing

individual

and

signing

throughout the song. Although we did not win, all the
staff are very proud of the groups achievements and
we all felt like winners in the end. All of the students
received a trophy for participating in the Glee Scheme
run by FaceFront.
Congratulations to everyone that was a part of this
group. We look forward to starting a new Glee group in
January.

Leading Parent Partnership Award (LPPA)
The external assessor came into school on 1st
December for her Interim Assessment with
regards to LPPA.

parental wishes on board.

I am happy to say that she was very positive

marks and an award! We will keep you informed.

about a whole range of areas including our
environment, the ethos of the school, staff
interaction with pupils, how we are developing
the curriculum to really meet the individual and

Our final stage will hopefully be completed by the
end of January 2012, fingers crossed for top

Well done everyone!

group needs of our pupils and how we take

ELKLAN Language Training Programme
In the Spring term we will be offering some
training with Parents to develop skills in
Language and Communication. This will be a 7
week course and could lead to an NVQ in
language development.
This is aimed at speech and language support for
verbal pupils with autism.
More information will follow in January 2012.
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Silver Class Marathon Challenge
Silver Class are still doing regular walking, and to mark
walking 26.2 miles, the marathon distance, we had a
visit to the centre of London with Marion Coram-Ware,
the Borough PE and Dance Adviser.
We started from Trafalgar Square, walked down
Whitehall past Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament,
then Buckingham Palace. We finished off in The Mall
where we ran the last 300 yards of the London
Marathon.
To round off the day we had a well deserved lunch at
McDonald’s before travelling back to school.
Our next target is 50 miles!

Friends of Durants

Post 16

This year Friends of Durants have donated Christmas

On

Wednesday

7

December

presents which will be given out to the pupils by a

Christmas Treat, went to McDonald’s for lunch. After

special visitor on Wednesday 14 December.

lunch we went to Trent Park and the pupils played on
the adventure playground.

Post

16,

for

their

This was followed by a

Christmas hunt in the forest and each pupil had to
hunt for a selection box.

A great time was had by

all.

Siblings Group

Jingle Bell Walk

On Thursday 9 December the siblings group
had a Christmas get together. We watched a
Christmas classic ‘Home Alone’ and had pizzas.

On Wednesday 7 December, Red, Blue, Amber,
Silver classes took part in the Jingle Bell Walk at
Broomfield Park. It was a very cold morning but

Lots of siblings turned up and it was a lovely
evening. There were lots of giggles, munching
and mess!! But a good time was had by all.

everyone had a good time.

Thank you for your continued support.
Have a very Merry Christmas guys.
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Cashless system
As from April 2012 the school will be implementing A letter will be sent home to all Parents in the new
a cashless payments system for school meals. The year giving further details.
Area Catering Manager will be coming in to school
to explain the system to Parents and we are offering
Parents/Carers

the opportunity to come either

Please look out for further communication from the
school about this project.

during the school day or the evening. The meetings
will take place at Durants School on:Wednesday 11 January 2012 - 9.30am and
Wednesday 11 January 2012 - 6.30pm

Art Project

End of Term

We would like to say a big thank you to those

Please note that the last day of term is

Parents/Carers that have ordered items with their

Friday 16 December and school will close at

children’s artwork printed on them. The profits

the normal time of 3.00pm.

from this project will go to The Durants Art
Exhibition next year.

Wednesday 4 January 2012 is an INSET DAY
and school will be closed to all pupils.

Thank you very much for your support!!!!!!

Pupils

return

to school

on Thursday

January 2012.

May we take this opportunity to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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