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A letter from the Headteacher

Durants School

beginning and end of the school day and

Dear Parents/Carers

traffic wardens seem to be targeting this
Parent/Carer Survey

area.

Thank you all very much to those of you
who took the time to complete the
Parents Annual Survey. A special thank
you to Vincent Sailsman, one of our
Parent Governors who supported us to

4 Pitfield Way

We have contacted the council Enfield

about this situation and will work with
them to come up with a solution to this

Middlesex EN3 5BY

problem.

Phone: 020 8804 1980

SAVE THE DAY

Fax: 020 8804 0976

develop the questionnaire and who will

Please remember the school summer E-mail:

be analysing the results for us. We will

fete is on:-

office3@durants.enfield.sch.uk

be letting you know the results and what
action we will be taking to improve the
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Web:
www.durants.enfield.sch.uk

quality of what Durants provides for all
Please keep this day free and come

our pupils.

along and support the school.

We have been made aware that some
parents

who

drive

their

children

Have a good half term break.

to

school are getting parking tickets when
parking outside the school in Pitfield
Way.

Further

details will follow.

Parking in Pitfield Way

Peter De Rosa
Headteacher
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Congratulations to Sylvia Hart, our Chair

School Photographs
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of Governors.

Sylvia recently received

her long service award as a Governor at

and we all really appreciate her hard
work.

Science Project
Martial Arts
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Lets Get Cooking
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the Local Borough event at the Dugdale
Centre in Enfield.

Sylvia has not only

been a Governor at Durants for the past

Houses of Parliament

five years but has also served on the

World Autism Day

governing bodies at Aylands School and
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St Mary’s Hertfordshire.

She provides

massive support to all of us at Durants
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National Music Therapy Wk
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Visit to fire station!

School Photographs

This term, Beige and Amber classes have been learning

Karly Barker, Family Support Worker, organised a

about different jobs in our local community.

professional

photographer

to

come

in

and

take

photographs of the pupils. They were very high quality
On Tuesday 30 April, both classes visited Enfield Fire
Station on Carterhatch Lane, to see what fire fighters
do at work.

The pupils had a great time at the fire

station, sitting in the fire engine and wearing a big
helmet.

They even got to spray water through the

hose, which was lots of fun!

and we captured some really lovely shots of the pupils.
We would like to thank Michael O’Sullivan for his
patience and hard work to produce such lovely photos.
There is still time to order photographs, please send in
the order form by Thursday 23 May at the latest.

All the pupils behaved

excellently on the visit and were a credit to the school.

Science Project—Yellow and Red Classes
This term, as part

of our science project on Living

Organisms, Yellow and Red classes have had the
opportunity to see chicks actually hatching from their
eggs.

The pupils have been absolutely wonderful

helping with the feeding, watering and the general
looking after the chicks.
them

the

opportunity

This experience has given
to

extend

their

responsibility towards a living creature.

sense

of

The pupils

have enjoyed learning about the lifecycle of chickens
and exploring different habitats of living things.

Martial Arts at Durants
Pupils have had the opportunity to be active in a

The Charity has set up a club at Ponders End Youth

different way this term, five classes have been taking

Centre and if you would like any more details, please

part in Karate Sessions. With support from Tottenham

contact the PE Teacher, Sam Courton.

Hotspur and two local gentlemen from the charity
Disability Martial Arts Association who have many,
many years of Martial Arts training under their Black
Belts. Pupils have been learning basic movements for
self defence, which have improved their co-ordination,
timing and memory for sequences. With the teachings
from Judo and Karate, pupils have been learning how
their bodies can move, react and work in varied ways.
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Let’s Get Cooking
Our new ‘Let’s get Cooking’ club has started this term,
set up by Gemma Hilmi.
Wednesday after school.

The club is run every

The pupils are learning lots

of new skills using various different equipment in the
kitchen.

They have been making lots of tasty dishes

which they have been taking home and sharing with
their families:-

♦

Fruit kebabs

♦

Scones

♦

Carrot and couscous salad

♦

Blueberry muffins

♦

Banana and raisin flapjacks

Visit to the Houses of Parliament
On Friday 19 April Amber and Silver Classes visited the
Houses of Parliament. We were taken on a guided tour
of the House of Commons and the House of Lords and
saw where all the MPs and Lords make the laws. We
also saw portraits and statues of famous people right
through history.

Unfortunately we did not see the

Prime Minister or any MPs

as they do not work in

Parliament on Fridays!
All the pupils had a great time and were attentive and
enthusiastic and a real credit to the school.

Orange Class

RAF Museum Visit

Orange Class have been working very hard this term

Last week Beige and Amber classes visited the RAF

on social skills and have successfully managed to go

Museum, Hendon. We have been studying World War II

on some out and about sessions to the local shops

machines this term and the museum visit was an

and cafes.

excellent opportunity to see lots of the things we have

Well done to all the pupils in Orange

Class.

been learning about.

The pupils also handled some

World War II artefacts, including a gas mask and water
pump, and experienced a mock air raid, which was lots
of fun! The staff and pupils really enjoyed dressing up in
old RAF uniforms and having their pictures taken with
the aeroplanes. All the pupils behaved brilliantly and a
lovely day was had by all. Well done everyone!
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World Autism Awareness Day
On Wednesday 24 April 2013, Durants School held a
fundraising event.

All the pupils and visitors had

lots of fun and we raised:-

£487.00
This money will be used to help the pupils go out in
the community and gain valuable experiences.

Reminder

Term Dates 2013/14

Half Term commences on:-

Please

find

enclosed

with

this

newsletter a list of term dates for the
Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 2013.
School will finish at the normal time of 3.00pm on

academic year

September 2013—July 2014.

Friday 24 May 2013.

PLEASE KEEP SOMEWHERE ACCESSIBLE
School re-opens for all pupils on Monday 3 June at

AND SAFE

the normal time of 8.50am.

National Music Therapy Week
The week 8—15 June is the National Music Therapy Week. Durants School offers Music

Therapy

as part of its provision for young people with autism. The service is valued by the pupils, their
families and the staff. Here are some key facts about Music Therapy.
What is Music Therapy? It is the use of music and sound as tools in order to achieve a number
of different goals within a therapeutic relationship.
Main Benefits for a young person with autism:
♦

May reduce anxiety

♦

May assist with developing social skills

♦

Can provide an opportunity for the young people to explore control and leadership in a safe manner.

♦

Can provide a safe environment where difficult or intense emotions can be explored and thought about.

Extra bonus! It can be experienced as something fun and creative!
Highly important! It is always focused and designed around someone’s abilities!
More info: Please come and have a chat with Alexandra Georgaki, the locum Music Therapist of
the school or visit http://www.bamt.org/

