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Dear Parents and Carers
Thanks to all parents for all your
understanding during the recent bad
weather. I fully appreciate that
Durants being closed does make
things difficult for everyone. Please be
assured that the decision to close was
taken only on Health and Safety
grounds and in the best interests of
our pupils. Let’s hope this cold
weather will soon be behind us and we
can all look forward to Spring.
Minchenden Site Update
As promised we will continue to keep
you updated about the progress with
the development of the new school
site at Southgate. The builders have
been on site now since September.
Updates we have been receiving from
the Local Authority are that the work
is behind schedule. Currently they are
unable to tell us exactly what this
means in terms of when the site will
open but we will inform you when we
know. The Governing Body will be
working to ensure that all decisions
are taken with our pupils in mind first
and foremost.
Autism Awareness Day
Our annual celebration to raise
awareness of autism takes place on
Friday 27th April. Parents will be
invited to join us. Fingers crossed the
weather is good so we can be outside.
As usual there will be lots of fun things
to do and we hope you can join us.

Attendance
The current attendance at
Durants stands at 94% which is
very good for a special school.
Thank you for helping achieve
this. It would be good to try and
get it even higher. Please
remember that statistically
pupils with good attendance
achieve better.
Parent Survey
Please find the results of our
annual parent survey enclosed
in this newsletter. Thank you to
everyone who filled it in. As last
year some parents feel there is
or may be an issue around
bullying. Whilst we do not see
evidence of this in school please
contact either myself or Rachel if
you ever have any concerns that
your child is being bullied at
school. For your information the
school’s bullying policy is in the
information section on the
website.
Best wishes
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Beige Class and Arts Award Trip
Beige class joined the Arts
Award group, students from
Durants’ ARP and schools from
all over London for a fun
interactive workshop at the
Victoria and Albert Museum of
Childhood
in Bethnal
Green.

Like many teenagers, some of
us were more interested in the
museum shop!
The class enjoyed a fantastic
day and are eagerly anticipating
our next visit!

We took part in a moving
toys workshop, creative art
session in addition to
seeing and playing with
many of the exhibits.

Winchmore ARP visits Romeo’s
Winchmore ARP 2
had a fab feast at
Romeo’s sugar free
bakery in Upper
street, Islington.

run some workshops with us and put our baking
skills to the test!
@RomeosSFbakery

Romeo himself
welcomed us into his
shop and laid on a
superb selection of
food for us to try.
From savoury pizza to gooey brownies, we
sampled some delicious freshly baked foods.
Romeo was a gentleman, answering all our
questions and giving us the inside tips of the
trade! Romeo will be coming to visit us in April to

Pink Class Trips
In science Pink Class has been learning about
animals
We visited Van Hages and Capel Manor to see
some farm animals up close.
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ZOOLAB visits the Lower Department
In February, the
Lower Department
had a visit from
Zoolab to support
our Science topic
‘Animals’ this
term. All the
pupils took part in
the session
looking at and
stroking the
different animals.
Some pupils even
held some of the animals including a Tortoise, a
Snake, a Spider and a Bearded Dragon!

Lip Sync Battle March 2018
On Tuesday 27 March pupils
took part in their third Lip Sync
battle.
The pupils danced and mimed
their hearts out and it was great
fun for all.
Thanks to everyone who helped
out and a big congratulations to
all our competitors, who were
amazing.

Yellow Class Raise money for Red Nose Day
The pupils in Yellow class, working towards an Asdan unit, chose to raise money for Red Nose Day. The pupils wanted to
raise money for charity by doing something a little different and not “sport” related.
Yellow class wanted to reach out to their
community to help others through a sponsored “Red wig and dress up” challenge.
Yellow Class raised a whopping £150 for
charity! Thank you to everyone who supported this cause.
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Girls at Durants enjoy
cheerleading
The girls at Durant’s school have been attending sessions at West Lea
school before the February half term where they were participating in a
session carried out by a cheerleading coach with other girls from the
borough which they have massively enjoyed!
During the current term, Paula the cheerleading coach, has come into
Durant’s school to carry out the sessions which have enabled more girls
in the school to get involved in the sessions! We want to thank Paula for
all the hard work she’s done with the pupils and wish her all the best for
the future!

Speech and Language Training Sessions
for Parents
The Speech and Language Therapists will be leading two training sessions for parents next term. The
details are as follows:
Topic: What is communication and practical strategies Topic: Understanding and using questions.
to use outside school.
Thursday 03 May 2018

Thursday 07 June 2018

10:00-11:30am

10:00-11:30am

End of Term Arrangements
School will finish for the Easter holiday at the normal time of
3.00pm on Thursday 29 March 2018
School will re-open for all pupils at the normal time of 8.50am
on Monday 16 April 2018

