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Newsletter Summer 2018
A note from the Head Teacher

Dear Parents and Carers
Thanks to all parents and carers for
all your support over the past year.
Your
on-going
support
and
assistance really helps us do the
best for all the young people that
attend Durants. I hope you all enjoy
the summer holidays and we look
forward to welcoming everyone back
for the new school year in
September.
Minchenden Site Update
As promised we will continue to
keep you updated about the
progress with the development of
the new school site at Southgate.
The latest information is that
Durants is due to take over the
building at Easter 2019. We will
then transition pupils over the
summer term with all staff and
pupils moving full-time to Southgate
in September 2019. We will be
arranging for parents to visit the
new site as soon as possible.
Attendance
Thank you for all your efforts in
ensuring your sons and daughters
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are in school as much as
possible. Our attendance for
the year is 94.5% which is
respectable for a school like
Durants. We aim to improve
this further next year.
Good Bye and Good Luck
We would like to wish our
school leavers good luck and
best wishes for the future. 19
students are leaving us at the
end of term. Our leavers will
be going on to Barnet and
Southgate College, Ambitious
College, Herts Regional College
or the St Marks Centre. We are
proud of all of them and will
miss all of them as well as
their parents. Thank you all for
your contribution to Durants.
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Lower Department-People who help us
As part of ASDAN, Lower Department have
been finding out about occupations of people
who help us. We had visits from a doctor,
nurse and a police officer. They told us what
their jobs involve and showed us some of the
equipment they use day to day. The doctor
and the nurse took everyone’s temperature,
looked in our ears and mouths, took our blood
pressure and listened to our hearts and our
breathing. We even had a chance to dress up
like surgeons. Pc Palmer spoke about a day in
the life of a police officer and why it is so
important to follow the law. All of the pupils
learnt that they can trust these people and go
to them for help.

Upper Department’s Stall at Enfield Market
On Thursday July 5th, Coral class set up their stall at Enfield market selling all the
produce that Bronze, Gold and Coral classes had grown throughout the year. They had a
fantastic day and managed to sell lots of vegetables to members of the public. Dean’s parents
visited the stall and bought potatoes, onions, garlic and some strawberry plants. Next year we
are hoping to continue to sell our produce at Enfield Market. Everyone is welcome to come and
buy!
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Coral Productions
Once again Coral Productions have exceeded expectations with our extraordinary adaptation of
Shakespeare’s classic ‘Romeo & Juliet’. The new leading actresses, Shona and Larissa, have
joined Coral class and together they all have shown their outstanding acting skills!
Needless to say the play is a great success!

A massive thank you to all the parents that came to celebrate the extraordinary artist’s talents
at Durants! Those students that have completed Discover and Explore levels Arts Award this
year have showcased their creative achievements with singing and dancing. The fine artists have
a permanent exhibition in the hall for everyone to admire their outstanding artistic skills. There
is a wealth of creative talent in school and the show and art exhibition is a testament to that.
Well done everyone!

For the 3rd year in a row Durants was invited to attend the Rock Assembly at Wembley Arena.
The pupils had an incredible time, enjoying live performances from acts including Mabel and
Wretch 32. Having spent all their energy dancing with 10,000 others in the arena, we stopped
off at McDonalds for some much needed refreshment before returning to school. On behalf of
myself and the pupils, I would like to say a massive thank you to all the staff who supported, as
without them this trip would not be possible! We are already looking forward to next year and
hope even more pupils will be able to join us! Steve Chatterjee
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Blue Class Trip to Hollywood Bowl
Blue class has had a wonderful year; all the pupils have worked really hard.
For our end of term celebration Blue class went bowling at the Hollywood bowl in Finchley. All
the pupils had a great time bowling and enjoyed eating their pizza afterwards. It has been a
pleasure teaching Blue class. Thank you to all our parents for all your kind support this year.
Have a great holiday. Sangeeta Lakhani and Blue Class Team

Beige class, with some pupils from Pink Class and Indigo Class, have been enjoying horse riding
lessons at Gillian’s Riding School. It has been wonderful watching the pupils’ confidence grow
week by week, from trying on the boots and riding hat to actually sitting on the horse. A good
time and learning experience has been had by all the pupils.

End of Term Arrangements
School will finish for the Summer holiday at the normal time of 3.00pm
on Friday 20 July 2018
School will re-open for all pupils at the normal time of 8.50am on
Wednesday 5 September 2018
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