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New Parent Governor

Dear Parents and Carers

I am pleased to announce that the
new parent Governor at Durants will
be Sivu Shala. We are delighted that
Sivu would like to join the
Governing Body and support the
Governors during the move to the
new site.

Middlesex

New Deputy Headteacher

E-mail:
office@durants.enfield.sch.uk

Thanks to all parents for all your support
over the past term. This has been an
excellent Spring term at Durants with all
our new students gradually settling down
into their new school. It has also been
amazing to see the great progress those
students who were already at Durants
have made.
Minchenden Site Update
The Minchenden site at Southgate is now
almost finished. There will be two
additional INSET days for staff on the
23 April and 24 April in order for staff to
start setting up the new school. Over the
summer term all the students will be
spending time up at the new site preparing
them for the move in September. We will
also be arranging times for parents to visit
as soon as possible so that everyone can
see the new school. This is a very exciting
prospect for everyone involved with
Durants although we do appreciate that
change can be difficult for us all. For the
most up to date information and pictures
of the new site please go to the school
website www.durants.enfield.sch.uk. Then
go to School Information and then scroll to
New Site Development.
Attendance
Thank you for all your efforts in ensuring
your sons and daughters are in school as
much as possible. Our attendance so far
this year is 95% which is excellent for a
school like Durants. Please help us to keep
it this high by sending your son or
daughter in every day.

Daniela Barzanti has been appointed
to be the new Deputy Headteacher
from September. Daniela will
support Rachel in the new venture
at Southgate. Daniela is currently
the Head of the Lower Department
and her role will be filled by Chrissy
Fiorentino.

Enfield

EN3 5BY
Phone: 0208 804 1980
Fax: 0208 804 0976

Web:
www.durants.enfield.sch.uk

Goodbye
We have two members of staff
leaving us this Easter. Patrizia Lillus,
who has taught at Durants for 12
years, is relocating to Newcastle
with her family. Amarhl Robinson,
who has worked with us for six
years, is also moving to a new post.
We would like to thank them both
for all their hard work at Durants.
Have a lovely Easter
Peter De Rosa
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Indigo class visits RAF Museum
This term Indigo class have been learning about World
War 2. We went on a trip to the RAF museum in
Hendon and took part in a multi-sensory story. The
story followed a day in the life of a pilot. We
explored a range of artefacts, including flight
clothing, and tried on RAF uniforms.

V & A Museum of Childhood
On the 22 March 2019 some pupils from Pink class
got to experience an amazing pirate themed day
out at the V & A Museum of Childhood.
There were lots of things for them to see, watch
and make.

Bronze Class raise money for class trip
Bronze Class held a Valentines Celebration Day to raise
money for a class trip. They ran a Card Shop, NonSchool Uniform Day and Cake Sale and raised £93 in
total. All pupils from across the school were able to
attend our event and enjoyed the café style relaxed
environment that Bronze Class set up.
The pupils chose that they would like to go to Toby
Carvery for breakfast and then to the cinema to watch
Captain Marvel. We had lots of fun on our trip and the
pupils were amazing! Many thanks from Bronze Class
to everyone that supported our event, it was a
great success and we have been asked to run a
café in the future.
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In March 2019 eight pupils took part in the
Special School’s Music Festival. All the Enfield
special schools took part. The pupils took part in
African drumming spectacular involving students
from all of the schools performing together. In
addition, Ekene sang a beautiful solo and Sefa
played the Star Wars theme on the grand piano

TRANSITION
Transition can be a very difficult time for both students and parents / families alike, when the young person is
growing up and has to deal with many changes to their life. It is with this in mind that planning ahead is essential, because once they become members of the Upper Department, then assessments by ILDS (Integrated
Learning Disabilities Service – for Adults) begins.
At Durants, when a young person is turning 16, the school completes what is called an ENF (Early Notification
Form). This makes the authority aware of the number of young people in Enfield needing additional services
when they turn 18 and beyond. Before a young person’s 17 th birthday an OT should be assigned in order to
carry out assessments that influence a MOA (Moving On Assessment) completed by the OT. This also influences the Support planning that a Social Worker will carry out in the next stage for the young person.
During this time there will also be a number of meetings to attend in school, perhaps with the OT or social
worker and school staff, or both, depending on the young person’s needs. If the young person is attending
Cheviots or other after school clubs that finish at 18, then now is the time to look for support services that can
carry on after 18 and ensure that there is a smooth transition.
In many cases the young person will stay at school beyond 18 and in their final year decisions are made as to
the right future placement. To support this all annual reviews of leavers are always held in either October or
November at the latest, so that most placements can be finalised by the end of the Spring term. For those
young people attending college after Durants it is usual to have approximately five or six transition visits in the
Summer term to acquaint themselves with the college environment. Please remember that college is very different to school, with an emphasis on growing independence as the ultimate goal wherever possible.
It is also a good idea to think beyond college and the next steps for your young person, remembering the overarching aspirations of their EHCP, as well as the four areas of the Preparing for Adulthood Outcomes – Employment; Friends, Relationships + Community; Good Health; Independent Living
Finally, Enfield’s Moving On programme throughout the year offers lots of information on transition services,
from finding about benefits to supported living.
Remember if you have any queries about transition call the school for a chat.
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DONATION
The School received a £1000 donation from
Thomas Sinden Limited towards our new gym
equipment in the playground. Thomas Sinden
are the building contractors who have
developed the new site at Southgate. They had
a dressing down day at their Head Office. We
would like to thank them for their kind
donation.

Do you shop at Sainsbury’s?
Are you aware that Sainsbury’s are
offering
shoppers with hidden needs the
option to pick up a
lanyard, which has been purposely designed to act as a
discreet sign for store colleagues to
recognise if
they may need to provide a customer with additional
support when in store?

End of Term Arrangements
School will finish for the Easter holiday at the normal time of
3.00pm on Friday 5 April 2019
There are two inset days on 23 April 2019 and 24 April 2019
School will re-open for all pupils at the normal time of
8.50am on Thursday 25 April 2019

